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not-for-profit society founded in 1997 


MEETINGS 


IN-PERSON: Doors open at 6:30 p.m., meeting starts 7 p.m., at the Rockmosa Older Adult O 
Centre (Library building) at 121 Rockmosa Street (near corner Christie Street and Main Street), N 
North Wellington Road 27, Rockwood, On. NoB 2Ko. 


SAVE THE WEDNESDAY DATE 


NO MEETINGS January and February 


cc March 6%, 2024: IN-PERSON ONLY ea 


Scott Douglas presents 
UK’s Royal Maundy Money 


’ NEXT MEETING \ 


Important Notice: Our meeting room and multi-media system are not conducive to an effective 
hybrid in-person and zoom meeting; therefore, all meetings commencing with our September 
7th, 2022, meeting, will be IN-PERSON only! We are sorry for any inconvenience this may cause 
any remote members. 
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Future meeting dates: 2024— March 6%, April 3°, May 1st, June 5th, July 3", August 7*, 
September 4th, October 2"4, November 6%, and December 4th, 
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Visit us on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/swcoinsociety 


https://www.southwellingtoncoinsociety.ca/ 
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South Wellington Coin Society serving Aberfoyle, Aikensville, Alma, Ariss, Arkell, Armstrong Mills, Arthur, Badenoch, Ballinafad, Birge 


2024 Annual Membership Dues: Guelph Saturday Coin Show 
ae 2024-April 27! VOLUNTEERS 
Junior (14 to age 18) $5 NEEDED, CONTACT MIKE 
Under 14 Free 


SWCS has NEVER increased annual dues! SWCS EXECI ITIVE 


Term of Office: July 1, 2021—June 30, 2024 (3 yrs.) 
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Board of Directors (elected) 
Chairman / Director: Scott E. Douglas, 


Directors: Peter H. Becker, Ernie Blair, David 
Carpenter, Garry George, Lowell Wierstra 


Officers (elected) 
[President & VPs are key holders] 


President-Membership-Treasurer: Scott Douglas, 
sdouglas333@gmail.com, 519-853-3812 


ist Vice-President: Mike Hollingshead, FONA, 
cholling@uoguelph.ca, 519-823-2646 
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2nd Vice-President: Ernie Blair, 
elholdings795 @gmail.com, 
519-919-5421 (cell) / 905-878-3003 (land) 


Secretary: Judy Blackman, YCCC1985@gmail.com 
Other Non-Elected IMPORTANT Club Roles 


Newsletter / Flyer Distribution: Linda Dorey-Blair 
ALL Multi-Media Needs & Photographer: anybody 


ALL Draws and Membership Meeting Notes: 
Mike Hollingshead / Scott Douglas 


Show Bourse: Mike Hollingshead and Lowell Wierstra 


Social Media Presence / Technology: David Carpenter 
Social Media Show Advertising: Andrew Fedora 


Auction Chairperson: Lowell Wierstra 


Auctioneers: Mike Hollingshead and Scott Douglas 
Auction Runners: available executive and other members. 


Meeting Room Set-up and Clean-up: 
All members present 


"e 
z 
2 
$ 
fal 
7 
- 


Newsletter Editor 


Membership-Treasurer Contact: 
Scott Douglas, SWCS Membership-Treasurer 
273 Mill St. E., Acton, On. L7J 1J7, 

Ph: (519) 853-3812, 

E-mail: sdouglas333@gmail.com 
etransfer payments accepted 


E-mail: YCCC1985@gmail.com 


Send pictures in jpg, files in doc, xls, 
pdf, wpd, or email body. Submissions 
due by 10th of the month. 
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Palmerston, Petherton, Pilkington, Puslinch, Puslinch Lake, Riverston, Rockcut, Rockwood, Rothsay, Tollgate, West Garafraxa, 
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GUELPH SPRING COIN SHON 


SATURDAY, APRIL 27"", 2024 


OPEN 9 A.M. TO 3 P.M. 


Hosted by the South Wellington Coin Society 


* $3 Admission — just a toonie + a loonie gets you in! * 


Lunch Counter Free Parking Wheelchair Access 
OVER 35 Dealer Tables ! * Club-KIDS Table Too! 
BUY SELL TRADE EVALUATIONS 
* * * 
LOCATION: 


Colonel John McCrae Memorial Royal Canadian Legion—Branch 234 
57 Watson Parkway South, GUELPH, ON N1L 1E3 


Contact: WIDE VARIETY: 
Mike Hollingshead 
E-mail: Canadian Coins 


cholling@uoguelph.ca 
Phone: (519) 823-2646 


World Coins 
Canadian Banknotes 


Host Website: World Banknotes 


www.southwellingtoncoinsociety.ca Medals and Tokens 
FUTURE Coin Shows: 
In GUELPH same location 
Sat. Apr. 27, 2024 
Sat. Sep. 28, 2024 
Sat. Apr. 26, 2025 
Sat. Sep. 27, 2025 
Sat. Apr. 25, 2026 
Sat. Sep. 26, 2026 


Script and Coupons 
Bullion 


Militaria and Exonumia 


Numismatic Supplies 


VUUUNY 


Reference Books 


OPEN TO THE PUBLIC and MORE!!! 


NO ANIMALS CAN ENTER THE PREMISES, EXCEPT: dogs REGISTERED as support dogs. 


UPCOMING 2023-2024 EVENTS 


Check https://canadiancoinnews.com/events/ for any cancellations, changes in venue, and pandemic protocols to be adhered to. 


03-Mar.: TROYAK Club’s Mississauga Coin & Stamp Show, John 
Paul II Polish Cultural Centre, 4300 Cawthra Rd., Mississauga, 
ON L4Z 1V8, 9-4, free evaluations and parking, admission $7 
(under 16 free when accompanied by an adult). Contact: Les 
Plonka, phone 416-505-7999, email Iszekp@rogers.com, 
website https://troyakclub.com/shows/. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 9TH, 2024 
™ 9AM-4PM A 
[free admission for 
wcs Members] 


Cambridge Newfoundland Club 


Join us for a great show and enjoy a large display of 
numismatics & collectibles. Event in support of the 
Cambridge Food Bank! 


65th Anniversary Celebration Meeting - Tue. Mar. 12, 2024 
Be sure to attend our March meeting as we officially celebrate the club's 65th Anniversary! We will have a special 


Quest speaker, multiple guests from the community in attendance and a few other features that are still being 
worked on. Don't miss it! 


05-07-Apr. (3-days): National Postage Stamp & Coin Show, 
Hilton Mississauga / Meadowvale, 6750 Mississauga Rd., 
Mississauga, ON L5N 2L3, hours Sat. Bourse 10-5, Sun. Bourse 
10-4, CAC’s Friday & Saturday Auctions’ Pre-view Noon-4:30 & 
Live at 5:30PM, Kids’ Table and Free Kids Coin Auction Sunday 
at 1PM (register by NOON), free seminars, special exhibits, 
100-plus bourse w/over 50 dealers, free parking. Bourse 
admission Sat. $6 and Sun. $3. Contact: Mike Walsh, phone 
905-646-7744, email mwalsh@trajan.ca; website 
http://www.stampandcoinshow.com. 


13-Apr.: Kent Coin Club’s Coin Show, Active Lifestyle Centre, 
29 Merritt Ave., Chatham, ON, N7M 6G9, hours 9-3, free 
admission and parking, food concession on site, and free coins 
for kids. Contact Paul Robb, phone 289-228-2817, or email 
probb1@cogeco.ca. 


19-20-Apr. (2-days): Ontario Numismatic Association’s 62"4 
Annual Convention, Hamilton’s Courtyard Marriott Hotel, 
1224 Upper James St., Hamilton, ON, L9C 3B1, education 
symposium, youth table and youth auction, and awards 
banquet. See registration form included with this newsletter. 
Contact Robb McPherson, phone 519-577-7206, email 


treasurer@the-ona-ca, website  http://www.the-ona.ca/ 
upcoming. 
20-Apr.: Peterborough Spring Coin Show, Westdale United 


Church, 1509 Sherbrooke St., Peterborough, ON, KOK 2J1, 
hours 9:30-3, admission $2 (under 12 free), and free parking. 
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Contact Nigel Mackey, phone 289-685-0092, or email 
nigelmackey201@outlook.com. 


Note: there are other shows in Canada and USA, we have only 
listed the events, most likely to interest SWCS members from 


a geographic standpoint. Find more at | 
https://canadiancoinnews.com/events/ 


ONGOING ON-LINE EVENTS 


Ontario Numismatic Association’s Speakeasy: Every month 
on the first Monday at 7PM (Eastern Standard Time-Ontario 
time). 

Join Zoom Meeting: https://usO6web.zoom.us/j/9587 7431724? 
pwd=dWtDMmFVYIR1SjNTMzVtalZxTVpDQTO9 

Meeting ID: 958 7743 1724 Passcode: 382388 ZOOM -Dial by your 
location: Canada—204 272 7920, 438 809 7799, 587 328 1099, 
647 374 4685, 647 558 0588, and 778 907 2071. USA— 346 248 
7799, 408 638 0968, 646 876 9923, 669 900 6833, 253 215 
8782, 301 715 8592, and 312 626 6799. 
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Link: https://zoom.us/j/91590360858 
Meeting ID: 9159 036 0858 Passcode: 342812 
Dial-in Numbers: +1 647 374 4685 (Canada) 
or +1 301 715 8592 (US) 


ifferent is good? The Mint said due to inflation 
one of | us has to go! Why are you looking at 
me? a : = 


There once was a giant coin show 
With dealers along every row 
They all booked their flights 

For Saturday night 

So Sunday’s a bad time to go! 
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ONTARIO NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
62°" ANNUAL CONVENTION 


Host Club: Ontario Numismatic Association 
April 19 to April 20, 2024 
Courtyard by Mamiott Hotel, Hamilton, ON 


CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM 


QTY. DESCRIPTION 


Main Registration Kit 

Includes copper souvenir convention medal, VIP admission to Friday night reception 

special daily ‘early admission to bourse room and much more! 

Spousal Registration Kit 

Family member must be Main Registrant. All of the above is included except for the 
souvenir convention medal. 

Young Numismatist Registration Kit 

Under 18 years of age. Includes nearly everything in the main registration kit except for 
the medal plus some fun stuff! 

Awards Banquet (Saturday 6:30 p.m. cash bar; 7:00 p.m. dinner) 

Includes full-course buffet dinner, keynote speaker, awards ceremony and door prizes. 
ONA President’s Reception (Friday 7:00Pm — 11:00Pm), informal reception with $ N/C 
Cake cutting, appetizers and welcome from ONA, 

Extra Copper Convention Medal 

Official convention souvenir. Only 80 struck. Main registration kit includes 1 copper medal. 
Brass Convention Medal 
Official convention souvenir. Only 30 struck. 

Silver Convention Medal 
Official convention souvenir. Only 25 struck. One ounce .999 fine silver, 38mm. 


TOTAL: (Make your cheques payable to the Ontario Numismatic Association) $ 


NAME(s) of MAIN and/or YOUNG NUMISMATIST REGISTRANT(s): PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY! 


NAME(s) of SPOUSAL REGISTRANT and/or additional BANQUET ATTENDEE(s): 


MAILING ADDRESS: 
CITY, PROV: POSTAL CODE: 


E-MAIL ADDRESS: 
|am an OFFICIAL DELEGATE for this CLUB: 


O.N.A. USE ONLY 
Mail this completed form with your cheque(s) to: DO NOT WRITE IN THIS AREA 
Ontario Numismatic Association Visit www.the-ona.ca/2024 
PO Box 40033 to register online 
RPO Waterloo Square E-Transfer is Free 
Waterloo, ON N2J 4V1 or pay with PayPal! 


(PayPal Charges us fees) 


Completed forms and cash or cheque(s) can also be given to the Registration/Treasurer 
E-Transfer Robb McPherson. (treasurer@the-ona.ca) Registration deadline: Apr. 10, 2024. 


SWCS March 2024 Issue 5 May St. Eligius “Patron Saint of Numismatists” Guide Your Path! 


Hosted by: Association des 6 F ale » Association des 
numismates et des . Numismates 
arnc.ca/2024 (FR) @) philatélistes de , Francophones 
rcna.ca/2024 (EN) Boucherville inc. er du Canada 


Canada’s Money Collector Show 
Salon canadien des collectionneurs de monnaie 


July 9-14 juillet 


Hotel Mortagne - Boucherville 
1228 Rue Nobel, Boucherville, QC J4B 5H1 


Exciting events include: Les événements inclus: 
Tours and special events July 9-13 juillet Visites et événements spéciaux 
Educational symposium July 10-11 juillet Symposium éducatif 

Huge 3-day money show and sale July 12-14 juillet | Bourse ouverte sur 3 jours 
Numismatic auction July 12-14 juillet Vente a l’encan numismatique 
Special interest group meetings § July 12-14 juillet | Réunions des clubs spécialisés 


For more information/ Pour plus d'informations : www.rcna.ca/2024/ 
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GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY 
REDESIGNED! 


by Mike Hollingshead, SWCS First Vice President 


SWCS Club Inventory of two RCM Proof $100 FV, 22ct, 91.76%, 2-troy ounce GOLD coins 
have been exchanged by Colonial Acres Coins (CAC) for a number of RCM Maplegram Gold 
Coins. This enables us to keep GOLD in our Daytona draw for some time to come. 


To thank CAC for this accommodation, we have included their ad below in this newsletter 
and will for a number of months corresponding with the number of grams received. 


A new slue of numismatic delights every Sunday at An extravaganza of coins and other numismatic items, 
midnight. These items are one-of-a-kind or available each available in quantity. The place to go for deep 
in limited quantities, so act fast! discounts. So popular it slows down our website! 


my a BAATAK? 
day at Midnight ET 


=e ce 


Explore a trove of previously cherished Royal 
Browse a custom gallery of unique coins and banknotes Canadian Mint collector coins whose flaws let us offer 
from Canada and the globe, all at great prices. them at a discount, 


| ’ i 


www.colonialacres.com 991 Victoria Street N, Kitchener, ON, N2B 3C7 1-888-255-4565 
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Charles John Huffam Dickens and 
A Christmas Carol 


by Scott E. Douglas, FRCNA, FONA, FCNRS, GKStE-Cda/USA 


true measure of ourselves! 


| would find it difficult to believe that there is anyone in the world today who is not 
aware of the Charles Dickens’s story A Christmas Carol. Other than being a Christmas 
classic | believe it to possibly be one of the most important human stories ever told. 
Why? Because every single person who reads the book or watches the movie is able to 
identify with at least one of the characters. The fact that we relate to it at Christmas Charles Dickens face reflects a 
time is relevant because that is the time of the year we reflect on everyone in our lives man that had weathered many 
and what they mean to us. It becomes a true narrative of how we may be perceived, storms. [WikiCommons, Public 
who we are, or who we wish to be. A true measure of ourselves. Doman image.] 


Dickens put this story down on paper in just six weeks?, but | think it is safe to say he created it in the ether of his mind for 
two decades. Dickens was born in 1812, A Christmas Carol was brought into the world in 1843. 


In 1824, when Dickens was just 12-years-old, he was 
forced to work at Warren’s Blacking Factory applying 
paper lids and pasting labels on pots of shoe ‘blacking’ 
at ten hours a day for six shillings a week. His father 
was sent to Marshalsea Debtors’ Prison for indebted- 
ness, leaving the family destitute. This incident was 
revealed in the story of Little Doritt. All the rest of his 
family moved into the prison with their father while 
Charles was left to earn wages. This experience would 
stay with Dickens and influence his writing for the rest 
of his life. 


Warren’s Blacking Warehouse was an old house, abut- 
a ! ting the river, and infested. The floors and staircase 
(left) Dickens at Warren’s Blacking Warehouse in 1824, from The were rotting and teeming with rats crawling down into 


Leisure House (1904). [Image by Fred Bernard, Public Domain.] (right) the cellars. The dirt and deterioration of the place was 
Dickens at his desk in 1858 in the study of his Georgian townhouse always in Dickens’s mind. The counting-house was 


at 48 Doughty Street iin Bloomsbury. [Image courtesy of Charles Dickens located on the first floor with a recessed area in which 
Museum.] : 
Dickens worked.? 


or SS r | _ : 


This work was described as the covering of the pots of paste-blacking with a piece of oil-paper, and then with a piece of 
blue paper. He would then tie them with a string. A printed label was then applied making it look like it originated from an 
apothecary shop.’ A few other boys were employed to do the same job. On Dickens’s first morning a boy came to him to 
show him how to use the string and tie a proper knot. The boy’s name was Bob Fagin. Dickens used his name many years 
later in the classic Oliver Twist. 


It is interesting that some so-called researchers choose to try to re-write history using their own perception of a historical 
figure’s life. These people neither lived during that particular era nor knew the individual personally and yet they choose to 
pontificate on the memoirs of certain individuals. The indisputable fact is that Dickens had a great impact on life in the 
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United Kingdom’s working class and the exploitation of women and children along with much else. 


THE TRIUMPH OF MERIT. 
When first from the Mart, Number 30, the Strand, 
The Jet emanated, to polish each Jand, 
There sprung up of impotent rivals a host ; 
But where are they now? In obscurity lost! 
The Blacking of Wannen, while sp ‘ing its name, 
And gaining distinguished and permanent fame, 
Through intrinsic worth, for its splendour unfurl’d, 
Pervades now the whole of the civiliz’d world! 
This easy-shining and brilliant Blacking, prepared by 


aw Sicbert Mirren 


Warren's, W, Strand. —All others are counterfeit. 


30, Strand, London ; and sold in every town in the kingdom, Liguid, in Bottles, and 
Paste Blucking, in Pots, at 6d., 12d, and 18d. eache—(Gp Be particular to inquire for 


blacked shoe." 


| 


Hungerford Stairs at the river end of Hunger- 
ford Street (near the site Warren’s Blacking 
factory), Strand, London. The blacking factory 
where Dickens laboured as a boy of 12 was at 
30 Hungerford Street, where Charing Cross 
railway station is now sited. 


[Sources: Charles Dickens Museum, and Westmin- 
ster City Archives] 


SWCS March 2024 Issue 9 


1830s Billboards advertising War- 
ren’s blacking in the early 19thc. Ref. 
below. 


[Source: Daily Britain] 


"Warren’s Blacking was a leading manufacturer of shoe-black (shoe- 
polish) in the 19th century. Available as a liquid in bottles or as a paste 
in pots, the blacking was ‘sold in every town in the kingdom’ as this 
advertisement boasts. This small printed advertisement is cut from a 
newspaper. As typical of all of Warren’s advertisements, its header 
illustration is comic in tone and emphasises the blacking’s high quality: a 
cat bristles at the sight of its own reflection in the newly shined and 


[Source: Victorian Literature and Material Culture Gallery Utah Valley University] 


Stoneware bottles and ceramic pots and 
1820-1830 jars for Warren’s blacking. 


[Source: (left to right) The British Museum, 
Charles Dickens Museum (DH534), ABCR 
Auctions (Auction No. 2, Lots 122-123)] 


Sn eset 
~cccth iis ; 


A cork was inserted into the top 
and covered with a paper lid. A 
label identifying the manufacturer 
was then pasted to the pot: 
WARREN’S' BLACKING / 
WAREHOUSE. / 30 / ROBERT 
WARREN. / 30, STRAND 


[Source: The London Mudlark] 
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Left_images: 20 mm farthing token: obv. The Effect Of Warrens Blacking / 
London, rev. Warrens Blacking / 30 / Strand. Copper token showing fighting cock 
recoiling from its own image reflected on the polished boot treated with Warrens 
blacking. Curved above and below large ornate 30 enclosing a boot and a half 
figure standing left, shaving, using his boot as a mirror. Reeded edge. [Images by 
author.] Right_images: Silvered specimen. [Images courtesy of Galata Coins 
(Wolverhampton).] 


The reverse of the Half Penny copper token shown left, was also used for a 
{30 mm silver token, as noted in two catalogues of the period. 


SILVER TOKENS—(Continued). 


Weight. Worse, Antrim } 
THE The Newark . . ro are ny Mars) | 
The Sheffield - > 1° 2 33 23 © 108 
NINETEENTH. CENTURY Rep: 11g 5 3% = 2 + 
eae COINAGE | Mite 2 o Gye te S oe ee 
The Derby . 1° Se cs 2s we (8 9 
The Lincoln 1o 2 13 a! AT le oe 9f 
GREAT BRITAIN IRELAND THE CHANNEL — FRE Gplnsboroush - London i a 4 Mer 
30 mm Half Penny copper token (1790- ISLANDS AND THE ISLE OF MAN The Stamp Office ie 5 é 5 i 
1820): obv. R. Warren. The Inventor Of Ss iiiotn ae The You? tw tes tte wu cel 
Japan Liquid Blacking, and rev. R.W. / No. The ia soe hms i 
14 / St. / Martins / Lane / London / Robert eat ea pene 
Warren’s Liquid Blacking Manufactory "oo Sag elie acacia 26. A bottle inscribed NY 14 s* MARTIN'S LANE LONDON with Ww | 
on the cork; PAYABLE AT R, W&wRRBWS LIQUID BLACKING. Ree 


MANUFACTORY . . . 
BR ONE SHILLING TOKEN 1811 an ornament above ina circle, 


Legend, 1ssvED BY ROBERT WARREN LONDON Ar. | 


There are two varieties of this silver token, one 


with the date (1811) and ornament and one TE 
without the date and ornament. Haisretek en Maratea tite nacone max ions compenen 
63. G Bust to right ; 8, MaRREN. THE INVENTOR OF JAPAN LIQUID 


BLACKING, 

& A bottle inscribed N9 14 s™ MARTINS LANE LONDON with 

k.W on the stopper. ROBERT WARRENS, LIQUID BLACKING MANUFAC 

TORY. Halliday. 
Sharp 209, 9. 


It has been stated that Charles Dickens © was employed by Robert Warren, but this is 
anerror. In the life of the eminent novelist, by John Forster, it is recorded that young 


SILVER Dickens worked for James Warren, blacking manufacturer, 13, Suffolk Street, Charing 
Cross. Robert Warren was in no way connected with the latter in business. 


TOKEN-COINAGE 


MAINLY ISSUED BETWEEN 


1811 and 1812 


THE 


Trade / Merchant Card silver 
k rw | token (Heal,15.17) in the form of 
eee AND LLUSTRATED ‘ | «Ri own sumzzwo vom 1811 a comic poem titled 'The Irish 

ee ee “ie Cobbler’ in Heal Collection. The 
last lines of the poem are: "Pat 
ae | tried to smoke, but could not find 
a light; Then seiz'd a Boot, reflect- 
ing Warren's Black, Which lit his 
pipe (as Pat said) 'in a crack'." 


BY 


R. DALTON 


WITH INTRODUCTION 


Rarity—Nos. 20, 22, 25, RRR; 19, 24, 26, 
em 28, 80, RR; 23,R. 


AW. WATHRS, G4, KATH STREET 
ieee 


The poem is followed by: "This Easy Shining and Brilliant Blacking, Prepared by Robert Warren..." Heal,15.18 advertises 
on recto "Robert Warren, The Original Proprietor of the Japan Liquid Blacking...", and on verso "Warren's Blacking 
Warehouse. Robert Warren. 30 Strand." Trade card in Banks Collection (Banks,15.10) is identical to the verso of 
Heal,15.18. 


According to Withers catalogue entry "Inventor of real Japan liquid blacking, 1819. 1825-1839 blacking maker. 1843 
Warren, Russell & Wright, manufacturers of premier liquid & military paste blacking: also harness blacking & ladies 
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enamel lustre; writing ink, Lucifer match & Congreve manufacturers, 
1851 Warren, Russell & Co. proprietors of the original and celebrat- 
ed Robert Warren's Japan liquid blacking, also manufacturers of 
writing inks, harness blacking, Safety Lucifer matches & Brunswick 
black. 1856 Warren Russell, proprietor of the original and celebrated 
Robert Warren's Japan liquid blacking, also manufacturer of writing 
inks, harness blacking, Safety Lucifer matches, Brunswick black, iron 
liquor, Curriers' dye and leather enamel. The address never changes 
between all the permutations of the names and companies in the 
Withers catalogue entry it is always 30 Strand. [Images right are 
courtesy of The British Museum. ] 


Charles Dickens did not reveal very much of his early days during his 
44 years after the Marshalsea debtors prison event his family 
endured resulting in his Warrens blacking job. His spouse, partner, 
and ten children profess to know little of the ordeals he suffered in 
his early years. He left his memoirs in the hands of his trusted friend 
John Forester who by all accounts did a true and accurate portrayal 
of Dicken’s own words. Who is any person to challenge that? 


Charles Dickens is regarded by many as the greatest novelist of the 
Victorian era. Some of his better- known works are: A Christmas 
Carol, A Tale of Two Cities, Bleak House, David Copperfield, Great 
Expectations, Hard Times, Little Dorrit, Nicholas Nickleby, Oliver 
Twist, The Old Curiosity Shop, and The Pickwick Papers. 


If you haven’t read a Charles Dickens novel in a while treat yourself. 
You will not be disappointed. 


Footnotes: 


i, 


2. 


Dickens began writing A Christmas Carol in October 1843. It was published on December 19, 1843. The First Edition of 6,000 cop- 
ies was sold out by Christmas Eve. 

Illustration at Fred Bernard titled Dickens at work in Warren’s Blacking Warehouse (factory) in a street near Charing Cross spreading 
from the Strand to the Thames. Used in pp. 550-1 of 1904 The Leisure Hour, a Victorian periodical published by the Religious Tract 
Society. In North American image is Public Domain as long as not used for resale of itself or sale of a publication it appears in. The 
Leisure Hour notes, “striking and pathetic picture of Dickens engaged at the blacking factory, and showing him in an attitude so 
suggestive of the grinding, painful toil and the deadly oppression of spirit in which the boy’s days were spent.” 

Robert Warren (1784/5-1849): The blacking business had been started in 1798 by his uncle Jonathan (d.1825) and his father 
Thomas (0.1805), but the two brothers had fallen out within a couple of years and each commenced in business on his own; ODNB. 
Jonathan's claim to fame is that it was in his establishment that the young Charles Dickens briefly laboured (from September 1823- 
January 1824). Robert succeeded to his father's business and enjoyed considerable success from his flair for advertising, moving to 
the Strand in 1816. In 1837 he sold the company, styled himself 'Esquire' and took up residence in Gloucester Place, Portman 
Square, where he died in 1849; will at TNA, PROB 11/2089/42. Twenty-two years earlier he had benefitted from the generous 
terms of his namesake uncle Robert Warren's will of 1827; TNA, PROB 11/1746/171. The bequests made by this uncle, who styled 
himself 'Gentleman of Dartford', suggest the Warren family in general had greater financial resources than generally understood. 
[Source: The British Museum] 


SWCS December 6*, 2023 — 
Meeting Report 


Meeting report and photos by SWCS Director David Carpenter unless otherwise noted 


President Scott Douglas welcomed everyone to the meeting, and we had 25 people out for our December 6*, 
2023 meeting. Andrew Strachan has stepped up to take the President office. Scott will gradually hand-off his 
duties until it’s official in June 2024. Scott will continue as club Treasurer. Scott has been spending time with 
Andrew since November reviewing the duties of the President, and Scott is excited as he noted, “Andrew will be a 
very able President!” 
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Andrew Strachan and David Carpenter are working together to update our technology to reintroduce Zoom to our 
meetings and give us access to more speakers. At present we need speakers for April-December 2024 meetings. 


We need more members and guests to come forward. Don’t be scared, we don’t bite! But we do offer LOTS OF 


SUPPORT! Come out and tell us something about your collection that you are passionate about! 


Members’ Attendance Draw: Doug Wilson drew Paul Thomson’s name for the 
largest attendance draw in the club’s history at $25. Next draw is for $5. Start- 
ing with the January 2024 meeting the Hamilton Coin Society no longer meets 
on the first Wednesday of the month in conflict with our meetings, but now © 
meets on the fourth Wednesday of the month (with a date change occurring for 
the December meeting). Maybe this will bring our attendance up even more. 


King Arthur's Treasure: Rose van Sickle drew David Carpenter’s KAT ticket with 
nearly $40 in cash and a hefty number of 80 world coins for a 280 items 


equivalent. 


Daytona Draw: Mike Hollingshead drew Ray Zoethout’s Daytona ticket, with bidding quickly reaching $45. Ray kept 
envelope #61 and won a 1997 Double-dollar set, plus 1969 and 1989 Uncirculated sets. Instead of the Annual Draw 
for a CCN Digital Subscription, Scott Douglas drew a second Daytona ticket, and this winning stub was held by Chris 
Forycki. Lance Tribble had the final bid of $55 but Chris kept envelope #62, and a good thing he did as he won the 
GOLD! Chris was so excited to win the gold, he shared that it was only his third meeting and he's been so lucky to have 
joined our club. He enjoys the warm atmosphere, education and opportunity to acquire items for his collection. We will 
one again have GOLD in our Daytona Draw starting with our March 2024 meeting! Who will be the next lucky winner? 
Scott noted we are moving the draw for the CCN Digital Subscription to our June meeting. 


at March meeting! 


Food Bank: Club members brought a 12 bags / boxes of non-perishable items and $60 cash for the Food Bank. Barb 
from the Food Bank contacted Scott earlier in the day to advise she was home sick and could not attend the meeting. 
Scott arranged to deliver the donations from members, along with the $500 worth of Wal-Mart Gift Cards (20 x $25) 
from the club’s treasury. On Friday, December 8 at 9:45AM Scott Douglas presented the items at the Rockwood 
Community Center into the hands of a very nice lady, Barb Carscadden, Certified Volunteer Administrator—Guelph / 
Eramosa for East Wellington Community Services (including the Food Bank), who expressed much gratitude for the 
donations! 


Photo by David Carpenter. 


Photos by Debbie Douglas. 
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Open Discussion: Andrew Strachan confirmed he did in fact have 
the winning bid in the auction he noted during last month’s meet- 
ing. He is now the proud owner of a gorgeous 1902-H Large H 
Sterling Silver 5-Cent Coin (PCGS MS65+). The coin was struck at 
the Royal Mint—UK. The obverse shows a bust of King Edward VII 
wearing a crown. The reverse has a crown on top with 21 maple 
leaves on two boughs attached with a ribbon. George William de 
Saulles designed both sides. Saulles (4 February 1862 - 21 July 
1903) was a British medallist who designed the obverse of coins 
of the United Kingdom and its colonies under Queen Victoria and 
King Edward VII. After Andrew showed his coin, next was an inter- 
esting discussion of coin values, overpayment, and trends that 
have recently taken place. John Q Smith displayed a copper print- 
ing-plate used to print one of the series of Newfoundland Treasury 
notes! Where he finds these amazing items nobody knows! 


[Source: The Rooms Provincial Museum—emphasizes Newfoundland and Labrador's heritage.] Colonial governments 
began to experiment in paper treasury bills, often when needed to finance government expenses. The first Canadian 
colony to do so was Prince Edward Island (at that time known as the Island of St. John). In 1790, the colonial government 
issued £500 in treasury notes, in values up to £2. New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Newfoundland and Prince Edward Island 
all issued treasury bills in the early years of the 19th century. During the War of 1812, the British Army issued a series of 
"Army bills", redeemable for government bills of exchange at London, with eventually £1.5 million issued. All of those bills 
were redeemed in currency by 1816, which helped build confidence in government paper money. The Colony of British 
Columbia also issued paper money in the 1850s, denominated in pounds and later in dollars. 


One of the earliest bills presented to the Newfoundland Legislature, and one which 

received the unanimous support of all members of the House, was a Bill for the 

8 SF JOMUNS, Newfoundland, November 24, 1813, establishment of a Savings Bank. Passed on June 12, 1834, this Bill contained 

4 ws tisstcin dag ieee: ee various regulations governing savings accounts, including the provision that a 

OO eee f=’ | deposit could not be less than one shilling or more than fifty pounds. The Bank was 
iy tayo Prevented toys 

Joes fit Litins an immediate success and continued to grow and prosper over the next 130 years 

ie. a until it was finally sold at a considerable profit by the Newfoundland Government to 

© ea eee | the Bank of Montreal on March 31, 1962. 


VEN SHILLINGS, 
tha braver on demand Clever Shille 


Mf Man Na tg Cnty Gt ~ Approximately three months after the opening of the Newfoundland Savings Bank, an 
: “A Act was passed on September 20, 1834, authorizing the Treasury to issue Treasury 
: Notes. By this Act, Newfoundland had legalized currency for the first time. All of these 
Plate 4. The Brine Notes. (Ned Pratt photo) Notes were recalled, cancelled and destroyed by 1857. It is not known if any of these 
Treasury Notes are in existence today except for a few partially signed and a few 
blank copies of the one pound Note. The withdrawal of the Notes from circulation 
was probably due to the establishment of other banks, namely the Bank of British 
North America, the Union Bank of Newfoundland and the Commercial Bank of 

Newfoundland between 1837 and 1857. 


AJ 


In 1901 the Government of Newfoundland, through its Department of Public Works, issued a series of Cash Notes. These 
Cash Notes were in denominations of 40¢, 50¢, 80¢, $1, and $5 and were limited to the amount of money voted by the 
Legislature for Public Works each year. 


In 1910 a more elaborately-designed and coloured Note was placed in use according to the years 1910-1911, 1911- 
1912, 1912- 1913 and 1913-1914. The denominations were twenty-five cents, one dollar, two dollars and five dollars. 
Again, the amounts printed were dependent on the vote of the Legislature for public works. Both series of Notes were 
redeemable at the Bank of Montreal in St. John's, the official bankers for the Newfoundland Government. After a lapse of 
six years, there was one final issue of Newfoundland Government Notes. These were of one and two dollar denominations 
and were dated January 2, 1920. The one dollar, printed in blue, shows a portrait of King George V to the left and the 
head of a caribou on the right. The two dollar, printed in brown, shows a mining scene in the centre with the head of a 
caribou on the right. Both Notes bear the official seal of the Colony with a ship and anchor on either side. By law, the 
Newfoundland one dollar and two dollar Notes were the only Notes below five dollars allowed to circulate on the island. 
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Plate 2. Island of Newfoundland Bank Note, Dated Plate 3. Union Bank of Newfoundland Bank Note, Plate 4. Union Bank of Newfoundland Bank Note, 
1850. (Ned Pratt photo) Dated 1876. (Ned Pratt photo) Dated 1882. (Ned Pratt photo) 


Plate 5. Commercial Bank of Newfoundland, Dated 
1882. (Ned Pratt photo) . 


Plate 6. Newfoundland Government Cash Notes: Dated 
1907, 1912-13, and 1920. (Ned Pratt photo) 


The first commercial bank to serve the growing needs of the population of St. John's was the Bank of British North 
America. This bank was established early in 1836 when a group of wealthy English businessmen met in London to discuss 
the possibility of founding a bank in Canada. It was resolved at the meeting, held on March 4, 1836, that due to the 
importance of trade with the Colonies, the formation of banks in Quebec, Montreal, Halifax, Sydney and St. John's should 
be considered. Mr. Andrew Milron was sent out to organize the St. John's branch late in 1836. He opened for business in 
a building located where the East End Post Office now stands. 


Having found it inconvenient to operate under provincial statutes, the Bank of British North America applied for and 
received a Royal Charter in 1840. The issue of Notes by this bank is uncertain since no record for Notes used only in 
Newfoundland is available. In his book, Newfoundland in 1842, Sir Richard Bonnycastle refers to the Bank of British North 
America as being the only commercial bank carrying on business and issuing its own local Notes. Several attempts were 
made by local businessmen to establish a local bank of their own. Local merchants and traders felt that the services they 
required were not adequately covered by the Bank of British North America. By December 1853, this movement had 
progressed to the stage where there appeared no doubt that the bank would go ahead. Toward the end of January, 1853, 
the amount of shares subscribed assured the establishment of a bank. The Union Bank opened for business on May 23, 
1854, and an Act to incorporate the Union Bank of Newfoundland was passed on November 30, 1854. With the support 
of the local merchants, the success of the bank was assured; and within three years, it put the Bank of British North 
America out of business. Large profits were made and shareholders saw their stock rise to many times its original value. 


The Notes of the Union Bank were first issued in pound denominations (the Newfoundland pound was equivalent to four 
dollars in sterling). They were all of approximately the same design but printed in different colours for each denomination 
[Plate 3]. On May 1, 1882, a new series of two dollar notes was introduced to be followed by higher values of five dollars, 
ten dollars, twenty dollars and fifty dollars on May 1, 1889. Like the earlier Notes, they were of beautiful design and 
workmanship with the two dollars displaying the portrait of J.W. Smith, the first Manager [Plate 4]. 


The closing of the Bank of British North America and the very successful operation of the Union Bank were probably 
factors influencing St. John's merchants, who were neither clients of the Union Bank nor shareholders in it, to form 
another local bank. A prospectus for the formation of the Commercial Bank of Newfoundland was quickly subscribed, and 
the bank was incorporated on April 10, 1858, when "An Act to Incorporate the Commercial Bank of Newfoundland" was 
passed. 


Decimal coins were introduced in Newfoundland on January 1, 1865; but the pound Notes continued in use for many 
years afterwards. It was not until 1877 that a law was passed requiring accounts of the Newfoundland Government to be 
kept in dollars and cents. The Newfoundland pound had a value of four dollars local currency. When the decimal system 
was first introduced, a special Note was issued showing its value in both pounds and dollars. The one pound Notes bore 
the words four dollars and the five pound Notes the words twenty dollars across their face in a boldly contrasting colour. 
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This series was short lived - on July 1, 1884, a new series was introduced in dollars only. 


The fourth and final series of Notes to be issued by the Commercial Bank came into use on January 3, 1888. They 
were striking colours and design, which for the first time carried over into the reverse as well. The denominations 
were for two dollars, five dollars, ten dollars, twenty dollars and fifty dollars. In the case of two dollars, there were 
tow varieties: one having a bright orange seal as a background in the centre and the other a green background. 


The story of the Bank Crash of 1894 - Black Monday - was summed up by the Hon. P.T. McGrath, writing forty years 
later in the National Magazine: "On December 10, 1894, this Island, Britain's oldest Colony, was visited by a 
bank disaster, which in the extent and completeness of the ruining caused was most appalling. The commercial 
community was stricken almost to death, but the area of ruin wrought was as wide as the Colony itself. The 
Government, having no official Note issue, did all its business and discharged all its obligations with the two 
banks. Their Notes were found in every household around the Coast: the wretched fishermen on the bleak coast of 
Labrador carried a few of them, comprising his whole earthly possessions, in a bag around his neck; while the 
merchant prince in St. John's had his safe filled with them ... now, at one fell stroke, it was rendered worthless. 
Winter with all its hardships was approaching, the trade of the Colony was demoralized, concerns which had not 
yet collapsed knew not the moment when they would go under, labour ceased, factories closed down, and a cry for 
food went up from the plundered multitude. The Commercial Bank failed to open on the morning of the 10%. The 
Union Bank opened for a short time. The Savings Bank had first lien on the specie of the Union Bank and 
absorbed what little cash there was on hand. It was this action which was said to be the immediate and compelling 
cause for the Union Bank to close. 


Did you know that thanks to the curiosity of a Belgian philatelist, the 
Canadian Museum of History acquired a rare copper plate used forgoing New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia one-shilling stamps, as of 1851. The philatelist 
was not a collector of Canadian stamps and didn’t know that the plate, found 
in a flea market in Belgium, was created to print forgeries. However, he 
bought it because he guessed that it had historical importance. After contact- 
ing several European museums, he was directed to the Canadian Museum of 
History, to which he donated the plate in 2013. At the Museum, the plate was 
examined by a stamp expert who was immediately struck by its high quality. 
“It’s the work of a master,” concurs Bianca Gendreau, Manager, Contemporary Canada and the World. “The 
engravings are miniature works of art. There’s a lot of minute detail and you need a magnifying glass to see the 
difference from the original stamps.” The plate was especially interesting to the Museum because no one knew it 
existed, although the forgeries of these stamps were first identified in 1897 and are well known. “Stamps have 
been forged for centuries but few forgery plates have survived because of course they are evidence of criminal 
activity,” Ms. Gendreau explains. The New Brunswick and Nova Scotia stamps forged on the plate were the first 
stamps issued in both provinces. The British imperial government transferred responsibility for the postal 
administration to the Province of Canada (present-day southern Ontario and southern Quebec), Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick, Prince Edward Island and Newfoundland in 1851. “It’s important to have this plate out of circulation 
because the 1851 stamps are extremely valuable and we don’t want high-quality forgeries on the market,” says 
Ms. Gendreau. The forged stamps from New Brunswick and Nova Scotia were only seen separately, so no one 
knew that they came from a single printing plate until the plate was discovered at the Belgian flea market more 
than a century later. The plate is 20 centimetres long by 15 centimetres wide and is in excellent condition. Unlike 
most of the modern printing plates, it’s made of copper rather than steel. “Large-scale production requires steel, 
but steel is heavy,” notes Ms. Gendreau. “Copper is light and more portable — ideal for a forger.” 


Educational Presentation: 
Mikey Hollingshead spoke on Cuba’s inflationary ™ 
currency, with images of the notes currently in circula- 
tion as well as those no longer in use after just three 
years due to the effect of the pandemic. Many goods 
were compared between their Canadian retail and 
Cuban street prices. Mike demonstrated the most 
cost-effective way to obtain cases of Cuban rum and 
cigars, and we hope we don’t lose too many club 
members as they follow Mike to Cuba during the year. 
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CUBA'S DUAL CURRENCY CURRENT Bitte CURA 
INFLATION 


q 


POST COVID-19 


‘J 
vs 


i 


- 


r 
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500 PESOS IGNACIO AGRAMONTE 
1000 PESOS JULIO MELLA 


OFFICIAL BANK RATES OF EXCHANGE 


ACTUAL CASH VALUES 
VERSUS “THE STREET” 


> OFFICIAL THE STREET 


> USD 120 260 
»CAD 88 160 
mPEURO 130 260 


MIGRATION 


MIGRATION COSTS: 
PASSPORT $700US 
AIRFARE $2000US 
COYOTES $10-20,000US 
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TWO DEBIT CARDS EXIST: 
1)PESOS CUBANOS “CUP” 
v LIBERALLY EXCHANGED “MLC” 


MONTHLY SALARIES 


me TEACHERS SOOOPESOS $32CAN 

>» POLICE 10000 PESOS $65CAN 

> LABOURERS 4800 PESOS $30CAN 

» TECHNICIANS 8000 PESOS $50CAN 

m PENSIONERS 1200-1500 PESOS $10CAN 

> HOTEL WORKERS “THE RICHEST” $60-100CAN 


K U 
FOOD BASICS $8.99 
CUBAN RICE 2500 PESOS $15.65CAN 


HAVANA CLUB 7 YEAR OLD RUM 


> IN THE DOLLAR STORES $23.95US 

> AT THE DUTY FREE CUBA $23.92US 

> BUT: 

> IN A RURAL CUBAN RESTAURANT MENU 
PRICE 1600 PESOS 


>» $IOCAN AT STREET EXCHANGE 
> $6US AT STREET EXCHANGE 


MILK: 
NO FRILLS 4L $4.88CAN $1.22/LT 
1/2L 100 PESOS 41CENTS 
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CUBAN PESO - “CUP” moneda nacional 


> This currency is what is used by most Cuban people 
> Their salary and pensions are paid in this currency 
> Their taxes ar d in this currency 


®» Many goods and services are priced in this currency 


PRICING AS OF NOVEMBER 2023: 
2KG OF CANE SUGAR AT BASICS $1.99CAN 
CUBAN SUGAR 1500 PESOS $9.35CA 


SWEET POTATOES: 
NO FRILLS 50 CENTS/LB 
BA 70 PESOS/LB 43 CENTS CAN 


HAVANA CLUB 7 YEAR OLD AT LCBO 


Havana Club 7 Year Old Rum 
Save 


December Bist 


Sale Price$39.45 


YOGURT: 
NO FRILLS: $5.50/ 2 TUBS 
BA 150 PESOS/ 1.5LT $1CAN 
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CUBAN HAND-ROLLED CIGARS COFFEE 


IN 2019 LOCAL BODEGAS CANADA MAXWELL HOUSE CUBA GREEN BEANS 
1 PESO CUBANO 5 CENTS NOW, FROM LOCAL SELLERS 2LBS $9.00  $4.50/LB 350 PESOS LB $3CAN/LB 
CANADA 15PESOS 10CENTS CANADA ‘ 


Maxwell 
Houseé 


AIR CONDITIONER UNIT 3-4 ACRES 40,000 PESOS 
$265CAN 


SHIPPED FROM PANAMA AND 
DELIVERED TO CUBAN ADDRESS 


$385US + $10US DUTY 


IN CUBAN MLC STORE 
$830US 


tonelada 


REAS $3-6000US 100 LB BAGS OF CEMENT 
IN CANADA $20CAN 


2019 $4US 2023 $30US 


- UO) 
OWNERSHIP: 


TRICITY P NTH 
BY NOTARY: 1 ELECTRICITY COSTS PER MO 


GUELPH: 


BNO ANNUAL PROPERTY $150-200 
TAX! 


Auction: This is likely the first time in his very long membership history that Lowell res 2 
Wierstra has ever had to miss a meeting. In his absence, Scott Douglas looked after ~~ ON 

the auction set up, and handling the auction cash. Mike Hollingshead was our NOW ACCEPTING 
Auctioneer, and our Runners were David Carpenter and Peter Becker. If you wish to CONSIGNMENTS! 
consign for future auction, please call Lowell at 519-824-6534. “a cs 


THANK YOU! WE LOVE OUR VOLUNTEERS! Thank to Linda Dorey-Blair and Ernie Blair 
who brought the treats and looked after the beverages. John Q Smith also brought in 
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more clamshells of gigantic cookies. Rose van Sickle counter-offered with a bag of fresh grapes! 
Mike Hollingshead looked after ticket sales. Thank you to all who helped set up the room before the meeting, and 
helped clean it up and put it back into order after the meeting. Good to see a large crowd! 


SWCS Education Schedule 


It doesn’t need to be fancy, you can just come and speak and hold up items in reference to your topic. Please 
reach out to Scott and sign up for one of the open 2023 dates below: 


° March 6, 2024: Scott Douglas will enlighten attendees on UK’s Royal Maundy Money, which is a timely topic 
since this money is traditionally paid on Maundy Thursday, the Thursday just before Easter Sunday (in 2024 
Easter falls on March 31**). This tradition has a long history. Every Maundy Thursday, the reigning Monarch 
(King or Queen) follows tradition, as Sovereign, in distributing special Maundy money to local pensioners in 
a service to commemorate Jesus washing the feet of the Apostles at the Last Supper. Scott has a vast 
collection covering many years! On its own, the word maundy means “the ceremony of washing the feet of 
the poor, especially commemorating Jesus’s washing of his disciples’ feet on Maundy Thursday.” Recorded 
around 1250-1300, the word maundy comes from the Old French mande, in turn from the 
Latin mandatum, which means “mandate or command.” As you may have guessed, this Latin word is the 
source of the English mandate. 


e April 3, 2024: Andrew Strachan will give a presentation on the Varieties of Canadian Large Cents. 


° May-Dec 2024: could one of these months be your presentation? 


Thank you for your Loyalty! 


Just a friendly reminder that we have NEVER increased our Annual Membership Dues, and we offer free treats and 
refreshments at every meeting, plus we have an Annual Pizza Night too. We appreciate your loyalty, and remind 
you to pay your 2024 dues. If any of your contact information has changed, kindly submit the updated information 


with your dues. 
Our Philatelic Friends 


Your Editor (Judy Blackman) is a member of a philatelic society with around 150 members, and she has a vast 
collection of both First and Second World War First Day Postal Commemorative Covers (FDPCC) and First Day 
Postal Numismatic Commemorative Covers (FDPNCC—these include a coin or medal and / or banknote), as well as 
some First and Second World War sheets of stamps, and some specialty stamp blocks. The society provides 
special membership rates for seniors as unlike the GSC, the bulk of the membership is in the 30-50 age group. 
The executive team is very large as well. There are monthly meetings (Sept-June), weekly auctions, quarterly 


shows, and 10 newsletters a year. 
&... ANNIVERSARY 


Example of a FDPNCC: On November 11, 2018 the Malta Post, 


in collaboration with the Central Bank of Malta, issued a NP OF WortD War! 


philatelic numismatic cover consisting of a brass coin and a 
postage stamp to mark the centenary of the Armistice. Note 
the special cancellation mark. On 11 November 1918 the 
allies and Germany signed an Armistice, which brought an end 
to the First World War. The war claimed the lives of more than 
16-million persons and had a profound impact on the course of 
world history. 


BANK CENTRAL! TA’ MALTA 
CENTRAL BANK OF MALTA 


The brass coins, which were designed by Noel Galea Bason, were struck in circulation quality at the Royal Belgian 
Mint. The coin reverse features a nurse administering medication to a wounded soldier. This recalls the major 
humanitarian role played by Malta, called the Nurse of the Mediterranean, during WWI. The figure of a soldier and 
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a poppy are evocative symbols of remembrance and pay tribute to the many servicemen, including some 600 
Maltese, who fell during the conflict. During the war Malta had 27 hospitals and convalescent camps and more 
than 130,000 casualties were treated in Malta. The obverse shows the emblem of Malta. The postage stamp 
depicts the hospital ship Rewa in the Grand Harbour. This ship was sunk by a German submarine on 4 January 
1918 while on transit from Malta to Britain. The coin and the stamp are presented together in a purposely 
designed postal cover which bears a special cancellation of the first day of issue. This product is limited to 2,500 
covers. As you can see, this type of cover provides a great deal of important history, while meeting the collection 
interests of both philatelists and numismatists. 


Scott Douglas commented, “I still have my stamp collection from 60 years ago, and the two collections | bought 
from my friends when they gave it up at age 15. | gave up stamp collecting in my early-20s. Imagine, a catalogue 
that is more than useless. Today, | collect crossover numismatic / philatelic covers.” 


To help an 86-year-old friend (Tino Schito, a former SWCS member) unload a stamp collection, Mike Hollingshead 
agreed to attend a Guelph Stamp Club (GSC—https://guelphstampclub.com/) meeting at the Dublin Street Church. 
After nearly a 60-year absence from the Guelph stamp scene, which Mike claims is due to his Daltonism (colour- 
blindness — he could never figure out the colours), he made these observations during the GSC meeting: 


“GSC members meet twice each month (first and third Wednesdays—Sept-June). Meeting run 6:30-8:30PM (2- 
hours). GSC cut the meetings back from three hours because the room fee was too much. GSC pays $65/meeting 
to Dublin Street Church. GSC dues are $40/year, not sure if they have a newsletter. Membership is about 30 
people and attendance at the meeting was around 20-24 folks. The entire meeting consists of solitarily going 
through about twelve boxes of circuit books while seated at long tables (go to this link to learn more https:// 
punkphilatelist.com/2019/04/02/circuit-books-wtf/). GSC struggles to get 4-6 dealers to take tables at their 
annual show held at the Evergreen Centre in Guelph. GSC leaders claim that if stamps weren’t at least a hundred 
years old, they had little chance of being worth much, and don’t mention First Day Cover (Special place in Hell). | 
was the second or third youngest person present. | did make a couple contacts for when | get a stamp collection 
attached to a coin collection. The GSC folks were under the impression that there was currently quite a resurgence 
in numismatics, and a downward spiral to philately. I'm familiar with the Scott catalogue (today there are 6 very 
large volumes), | owned one in the early 1980's. The stamp guys used to say, ‘Look it up in the Scott and divide by 
10 to get your values’. The older and high values and airmails stamps are the scarcer stuff. Brian Bell paid for his 
two tables one year with a bag of MNH Canadian stamps at 60% of Face Value. Brian is confirmed for our 2024 
Spring Coin Show. The GSC dues are high because the City of Guelph, unlike the City of Kitchener, does not 
subsidize or comp meeting space to community groups. GSC pays $65 a meeting and holds 24 meetings a year 
along with a low-income annual show, so they need to have the higher dues to cover their expenses.” 


With more transactions being executed electronically, overall business and letter mail has decreased and will 
continue to do so. Parcel delivery on the other hand has increased and this was triggered by the pandemic as folks 
had their needs ordered online and delivered directly to their homes (esp. everything on Amazon, and Voila grocery 
deliveries really jumped). The convenience and comfort of this service did not drop when the pandemic was 
officially declared no longer a world emergency. Many folks continued to work from home and they saved by 
not needing other services such as hair salons, suit makers, etc. resulting in those business suffering a decline 
permanently. However, parcel mail is now pre-completed online with printables taken with parcel to postal station, 
and postal stamps are not used. The annual year book of Canada Post gets smaller each year as less new stamps 
are issued. 


The Vincent Graves Greene Philatelic Research Foundation (VGGPRF) was established 
in 1975. The initial funding of the Foundation consisted of a series of gifts made to the 
Foundation by Vincent Graves Greene (1893-1988) RDP, FRPSC, OTB. The Foundation bears 
the name of Greene who was considered to be the Dean of Canadian Philatelists. He was a 
signatory of the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists; a recipient of the Lichtenstein Award; and 
a Fellow of both the Royal Philatelic Society, London and the Royal Philatelic Society of 
Canada. He served on many international juries and made significant contributions to all 
areas of philately. 


Mikey shared, “I knew Vinnie Greene! His wife was a long-term resident of the Homewood Sanitarium (Guelph), but 
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still owned a house at the NW corner of Paisley and what is now the Hanlon Express- 
way. For years, Greene would come to town to visit her at Homewood. Much more 
frequently, her gardener would pick her up at the Homewood, stop at the Gay Lea Dairy 
Bar on Speedvale Avenue where my mother was Manager, pick up sandwiches and 
coffees and go to her manor house on Paisley for a few hours before he took her back 
to the Homewood. His wife's legacy lives on in Guelph: Margaret Greene Park, the 
house is still there. Known to friends as Vinnie he co-authored The Postal History of 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick published in 1964. He published more in his area, 
exhibited, judged and served philately in numerous ways. In the stamp world Greene 
would have been considered more influential than Jim Charlton was in the numismatic 
world.” 


VALUABLE CANADIAN, NEWFOUNDLAND AND BRITISH COLUMBIA REVENUE STAMPS STOLEN: 


Nine (9) valuable British North American revenue stamps were stolen between May 6-8, 2020 while on their way 
back to their owner in the United States after being expertised by the Vincent Graves Greene Philatelic Research 
Foundation’s Expert Committee (Greene Foundation). The theft happened while the material was in the custody of 
FedEx Corporation somewhere in the South East of the United States. The theft was reported to FedEx and to Hugh 
Wood (USA), Ltd and case files have been opened. We are also working with the owner of the material. The stamps 
(photos below), are all identified by their individual number in The Canadian Revenue Stamp Catalogue (a.k.a. the 
Van Dam Catalogue), the leading authority on Canadian and British North America Revenues. They are BCD1, 
BCT1, FB53a, FSC10, FSC13, FSC19, FWS2, NFB1 and TNR7. 
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No matter how much care the Greene Foundation takes in returning material, once in the hands of a carrier, return 
shipments are subject to the forces of transportation which unfortunately sometimes result in unforeseen 
incidents. That is why the Greene Foundation strongly recommends the use of philatelic insurance. Additionally, 
the Greene Foundation reviews its best practices regularly to ensure improvements in the delivery of its services. 
For more information about this press release please contact: Ingo Nessel at b62hkg@yahoo.ca. For more 
information on the Greene Foundation please contact: Lee Ann Stewart at info@greenefoundation.ca. 
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Bits’n’Bites 


SYMPOSIUM 
Est. 2020 


RECORDINGS NOW 
AVAILABLE 


Recordings from the NNP Symposium are now available on the 
Newman Numismatic Portal! You can go back to watch any 
talks that you missed and share them with others. 


View the Recordings 


https:;//nnp.wustl.edu/library/multimediadetail/539070? 
Year=2023&take=50 


If you want to search through past presentations, we have an 
Excel spreadsheet on our website that will help you filter 
through all 190 past recordings! Download it here. 


View the Index 


https;//nnpsymposium.org/past-recordings 


Current ONA President, Sean J. Sinclair, FONA, is step- 
ping down as President at the conclusion of the Annual 
Awards Banquet held at the ONA Convention in April 
2024. He thanks everybody for their cooperation over the 
past three years. First Vice President Cassidy Stroud will 
be acting President for the balance of Sean’s term until 
the next ONA election takes place. Due to the responsibili- 
ties as President, she is seeking somebody to look after 
The Ontario Numismatist. Cassidy is a very dynamic 
person who will do a wonderful job, so kindly lend her your 
support! 


The Woodstock Coin Club (WCC) has issued a 2023-dated 
27.8 mm medal designed by retired Rev. Angus 
Sutherland, to commemorate Klondike Joe Boyle. The 
medals are plated in four types: bright copper, antique 
copper, bright nickel, and antique silver. The medals are 
$25 each or $90 for the set of 4. To order contact Angus 
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at ajmacbagpipe@yahoo.com. 


Joseph Whiteside Boyle DSO (6 November 1867 - 14 
April 1923), better known as Klondike Joe Boyle, was a 
Canadian adventurer who became a businessman and 
entrepreneur in the United Kingdom. In the First World 
War he came to see service assisting the allied Kingdom 
of Romania. 


Joseph Boyle was born in Toronto, Ontario, the son 
of Canadian Horse Racing Hall of Fame racehorse 
trainer Charles Boyle and wife Martha Bain Boyle. His 
brother, David A. Boyle, would follow in their father's 
footsteps and become a Thoroughbred racehorse 
trainer. His family had immigrated from the Ulster region 
of Ireland (modern Northern Ireland) to Canada in 1839. 
The Boyle family were Protestants and Unionist in their 
political sympathies, but he was always proud to call 
himself a "fighting Irishman". Though he was born in 
Toronto, he grew up in Woodstock. Boyle died at 
"Wayside" in St James's Road, Hampton Hill, on 14 April 
1923. His remains were buried in the churchyard of St. 
James's on 17 April 1923. Boyle's remains were 
re-interred in his Canadian home town of Woodstock, 
Ontario in 1983, in a full military funeral. 


Boyle was early to recognize the potential of large- 
scale gold mining in the Klondike gold fields, and as the 
initial placer mining operations waned after 1900, Boyle 
and other companies imported equipment to assemble 
enormous dredges, usually electric-powered, that took 
millions more ounces of gold from the creeks while turn- 
ing the landscape upside-down, shifting creeks. 


An avid hockey fan, Boyle began in 1902 to sponsor 
hockey teams to play in Dawson City for the benefit of 
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the miners. Boyle organized an ice hockey teamin 1905, 
often known as the Dawson City Nuggets, that endured a 
difficult journey to Ottawa, Ontario (by overland sled, train, 
coastal steamer, then transcontinental train) to play 
the Ottawa Silver Seven for the Stanley Cup, which until 
1924 was awarded to the top ice hockey team 
in Canada and could be challenged for by a team. Ottawa 
thrashed the Dawson team. In 1909, he married an 
American woman, Elma Louise Humphries while on a visit 
to Detroit. 


Canadian Association of Wooden Money Collectors 


CELEBRATING 50 YEARS 
OF NUMISMATIC FUN AND FRIENDSHIPS 


HERE'S YOUR CHANCE TO OWN A PERSONALIZED MEMENTO 
OF OUR ASSOCIATION'S 50TH ANNIVERSARY 


The cost per note: $10 each, plus $2 shipping within Canada 


To Place Your Order & e-Transfer Payments Contact: 
France Waychison: france@waychison.com 


Feb. 5, 2024, message from Cassidy Stroud, FONA, FRCNA, 
RCNA Youth Coordinator: 

gnonA co “We have just received official 

ay NON consent from the Canada’s Depart- 

*/ @a_,,\”\| Ment of National Defence to 


SS a produce our 2024 Convention 

\ \ ~~ / || medals using the RCAF logo with 

QEEW ‘this published disclaimer “RCAF 
Coo _« —<,9"/ | Roundel used courtesy of the 
YON « aprit® 


= Department of National Defence.” 
At this time, we are happy to forward to you the official 
image of the convention medal design, if you wish to 
feature it in your publications. | am also attaching the ONA 
registration form (see page 5 of this newsletter) and some 
information about what Kids can expect that is geared to 
them.” 
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The following events are taking place specifically for 
Youths, under the age of 18 at this year’s convention: 


Junior Exhibit Categories: 


Juniors who wish to exhibit their collection may enter 
into the competition. 


° Must be a Junior ONA member and Convention 
Registrant to compete. 
e See website for details and rules. 


There are two categories to enter: 

(a) Exhibits by persons at least 16 years old but not yet 
18 years of age, and 

(b) Exhibits by persons under 16 years of age. 

Prizes for winning exhibits include a Rosette and an 
engraved medal. 


RCNA Youth Booth sales table: 


The Royal Canadian Numismatic Association, in conjunc- 
tion with the volunteers of the RCNA & ONA, are pleased 
to invite you to visit the Youth Booth table. All materials 
are graciously donated by numismatic dealers, club 
members, Canadian Association of Numismatic Dealers 
(CAND) and RCNA. Parents, please be reminded that 
this table is strictly for juniors! Let your young collectors 
have fun and learn. 


Coin Kids auction: 


The Coin Kids Auction has been a continuing success. 
It’s happening again this year! Saturday April 20, 2024 
(12:00-1:30pm) Dundurn Room. Space is limited to 35 
juniors (under 18 years of age), so please arrive on time. 


Junior Registration Kit: 


Why not maximize your enjoyment of the convention 
by registering as a convention attendee? The Junior 
Registration Kit, containing many great items including 
your own badge, is just $5.00! 


For more information, contact Cassidy Stroud, RCNA 
National Youth Coordinator at coin-kids@rcna.ca. 


Jan. 1,2024, message from Robb McPherson re HSC: 


We have secured a new location for our Hamilton Coin 
Society meetings for all of 2024. Unfortunately we have 
to move dates again but this will allow us to stay on the 
same day of month and location without changing every 
4 months. Starting January 2024, we will be meeting on 
the 4t? Wednesday of every month. Here are the 2024 
Wednesday dates (except December as it will be 
changed): Jan. 24, Feb. 28 (remember this is a leap 
year so the day after this meeting is Feb. 29), Mar. 27, 
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May 22, June 26, July 24, Aug. 28, Sept. 25, Oct. 23, and 
Nov. 27. Dec. will be rescheduled due to it falling on 
Christmas Day. The new HSC meeting location is the 
Scout Hall, 1328 Barton St, Winona (Hamilton), ON L8E 
5L3 NOTE: this not Barton St E in actual city of 
Hamilton. This the location of the Annual Winona Peach 
Festival. 


Our friend Freelance Journal- 
ist, Editor, Copywriter, and 
Musician Jesse Robitaille 
has moved on from CCN. In 
addition to being busy as a 
bassist, Jesse is a freelance 
Social Media Manager for 
CAND (Mike is also CAND’s 
Sec.-Treas.) Mike Walsh is 
searching for a CCN news 
contributor. Expressions of 
interest can be emailed to 
mwalsh@trajan.ca. Jesse is 
on the left in this Street 
Pharmacy band photo. f 


On Sunday, Feb. 4, 2024, Bill English celebrated his 
101st Birthday at the Paris Show! One person pondered, 
“| wonder if coin collecting is the secret to a long life.” 
Among other well wishes, Bill was presented with a card 
with many signatures on it (well over 25 names)! Word is 
he’s planning to attend the ONA Convention this spring 
too! 


Meat Tokens 


Lambton County Museums has a variety of meat ration 
tokens, as these images provided by the LCM indicate. 


Rationing on the home front became _ increasingly 


important as Canada shipped food and supplies over- 
seas to Britain and other Allied countries. These blue 
meat ration tokens were used in Thedford near the end 
of the Second World War. Ration books were required 
for many items during WWII. 
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Borrah Minevitch (born 
Borah Minjevic) and his 
Harmonica Rascals are 
commemorated on this 
piece. > 
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Borrah was born in Kiev / Kyiv, Russia, November 5, 
1902 (before the Ukrainian Revolution of 1905). At the 
age of ten, Borrah’s family immigrated to the United 
States. Because of ill health his father Minevitch Sr. was 
refused an entry permit, and had to return home almost 
immediately. However a short time later the family was 
reunited, but not for long though, as Minevitch Sr. passed 
away very suddenly. Mrs. Minevitch now had to raise the 
family (two boys and five girls) all by herself. She turned 
their home into a guesthouse to support all of them. 


After school, Borrah sold newspapers, studied the violin, 
and practiced his harmonica. Against the wish of the 
family, he left for New York when he turned 18. He went 
on to study at the City College, and worked in a green- 
grocer’s store, a shoe store and a kindergarten to earn his 
living. For his graduation thesis subject he chose the har- 
monica and called it The History and Shortcomings of the 
Harmonica as a musical instrument . A harmonica manu- 
facturer sold 50,000 copies. 


His biggest wish was to own a Half Tone Harmonica, so 
that he would be able to play real music. The firm that 
manufactured these had stopped production because of 
low sales. During one of his habitual strolls, he saw one in 
a music shop for five dollars. He could not afford it but 
asked the salesman if he could try it at a deposit of ten 
cents. Several times a week he used to hop into the store 
to play it and pay his ten cents. Not having sold one in 
three years the salesman must have found him a bit 
strange. When one of his sisters came to visit, she wanted 
to treat Borrah to a show and dinner, instead he asked 
her to buy the chromatic. She didn’t like the idea but 
eventually gave in. He mentioned to the man in the shop 
that it looked rather worn and should come down in price, 
he refused at first but let it go for 3 dollars and twenty-five 
cents, he was frightened that it would be in the window 
for another three years. 


A few weeks later, the instrument became faulty. 
Borrah then went to see the manufacturer and asked the 
man in charge for a refund. The man told him that he was 
crazy to ask for a refund on a ten-year-old instrument. 
Borrah apologized and started to play a tune which left 
the man so surprised that he gave him a brand new one. 


It was in 1925 when Minevitch formed his first group. In 
1926, when playing as a soloist in a charity show at the 
famous Carnegie Hall, he told the public that he had a 
surprise in mind. When the curtain opened, the public 
saw a group of some thirty boys, formally dressed and 
looking like serious musicians, sitting with harmonicas in 
hand. They played ‘Deep River’ and received an enormous 
ovation and requested for more, which left them satisfied 
and yet embarrassed because it was the only piece they 
had studied. Buoyed up by the success with the first 
harmonica band at the famous Carnegie Hall, it was clear 
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to him that there could be more success with a harmoni- 
ca band in Vaudeville theaters. The time was right for a 
professional approach. 


The first invitation for the Symphonic Harmonica 
Ensemble came in 1927. Because of the classical touch 
to the name, the public expected them to play classical 
music. Minevitch probably tried what Edwin Frank 
Goldman had done for the brass band, making it 
exceptional for concert halls. The vaudeville public was 
bored stiff and Minevitch dropped the act. 


During a show at the Hebrew Orphans Asylum (H.O.A.), a 
Daily News photographer had shot Lou Delin with three 
boys, one on each arm and one on his shoulder. They 
wore First World War uniforms and all four-played 
harmonicas; the photograph was published nation wide. 
This picture gave Borrah the idea of a new vaudeville 
group. A few weeks later he visited H.O.A. and met Lou 
and the leader of the mouth-organ orchestra of Charles 
Snow. He was introduced to the band members, one of 
them was Ben Dansky who together with Lou was invited 
to join Minevitch. Borrah’s Rascals had become 
immensely popular, they had success after success. 


It was a big shock when, in June 1932, an article 
appeared in all major newspapers, “Borrah Minevitch 
feared drowned” when two days overdue in Tunis. 
In a telegram to S. Jay Kaufman, Mrs. Minevitch report- 
ed that her husband had already been missing for four 
days, and that she was extremely worried because he 
had not arrived in Corsica. Borrah had been on his way 
to Abbessinia, Ethiopia, to go hunting, to pay his debt 
from a gambling spree. He sailed on his schooner 
“Lydia”, named after his daughter. On June 2, 1932, the 
New York Times announced his safety; his Corsican crew 
had kidnapped him. 


4 


[Photos and info. courtesy of Janela aberta—Blogue de 
harmonica— quarta-feira, 13 de maio de 2020.] 
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SWCS AUCTION LIST FOR MARCH 6, 2024 MTG. 
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[2 [USA iver dotar 1890 Fre a 
USA silver half dollar 1951 Fine $11.00 a ie 


Canada 1964 silver dollar X Fine 
Canada 1965 silver dollar X Fine SB B5 
Canada 1966 silver dollar A U 


Canada 1982 silver dollar proof 50% silver sis20 | sia0o J 
ee Canada 1970 nickel dollar A U | _s285 [$200 J 
| 9 Canada 1976 nickel dollar UNC | $600 | $250 | | | 
ea Canada 1980 nickel dollar UNC | $490 | $200 | | | 
Canada 1940 silver half dollar A U | $1900 | $1100 | =| 
ae Canada 1942 silver half dollar A U | $2850 | $1100 | | | 

Canada 1946 silver half dollar A U | $2945 | $1100 | | | 

Canada 1950 silver half dollar A U | $1995 | $1100 | =f 

Canada 1952 silver half dollar A U | $1995 | $1100 | | | 

Canada 1956 silver half dollar A U | $2000 | $1100 | |; | 
Canada 1958 silver half dollar A U | $2900 | $1100 | | | 
| ae | Canada 1960 silver half dollar UNC | $1425 | $1100 | | 
| 49 | Canada 1962 silver half dollar A U | $1450 | $1100 | | | 
[20 [Sanade i960 anerhadomaraU [S100 saxoo TT 
[2 [toreda ssoaswerquaer Fre | sooo [soo | | 
[22 [torada sse7swerwaneray | s725_[ s500 | | 
[23 [tereda ssessnerame we | aso [e200 [| 


Canada 1981 P L set 6 coins 
Ea Canada 1982 P L set 6 coins 
| 26 [Canada 2000 P L set 7 coins 

Canada 1992 P L set 6 coiuns 
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[30 [Seneca soap reaver || S00 fT 
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